[IgA-mediated auto-immune haemolytic anaemia revealing a hepatitis C virus infection].
Confirmation of autoimmune hemolytic anaemia usually relies on the detection of erythrocyte membrane-bound autoantibodies using a direct antiglobulin test. In the rare case of IgA autoantibodies-mediated autoimmune hemolytic anemia, the direct antiglobulin test can be negative, because routinely used polyspecific direct antiglobulin test reagents contain only anti-IgG and anticomplement antibodies. We report the case of a 41-year-old woman presenting a severe autoimmune hemolytic anaemia caused by the presence of warm autoantibodies of IgA type that revealed a chronic hepatitis C virus infection. A negative direct antiglobulin test does not completely rule out the diagnosis of autoimmune hemolytic anaemia especially in the rare case of IgA mediated immune hemolysis. The diagnosis strategy of autoimmune hemolytic anaemia associated with negative direct antiglobulin test and the potential links between autoimmune hemolytic anaemia and HCV are discussed.